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Preface

To be able to understand the situation that is between Ireland and Northern Ireland you will need a good historical background. If you go back in time you will see why the people is acting like they does. The war between Ireland and England was started a very long time ago and the Irelanders were oppressed by the Englishmen so the question is, are they out for a revenge know, or is it just that they do not want to loose another fight against England.

Beneath this text, will you find some pictures from famous places in Ireland, enjoy.



History

The first settlers arrived to Ireland around 7000 BC in the middle stone-age period. They arrived in the north across the narrow strait from Britain. At 3000 BC new settlers arrived to Ireland, these were farmers who raised animals and crops. The earlier settlers were mainly hunters who had to hunt animals for surviving. These new settlers were called Neolithic colonists, and they left many remnants of their civilisation such as houses, pottery and implements. The Neolithic colonists were largely self-sufficient but engaged in some sort of trading with products such as axe-heads. 1000 years later did a new kind of settlers arrive.Those were mainly prospectors and metalworkers that were trying to found their luck in this rather new country. It did not take long time until they discovered their first metal deposit, and soon after that bronze and gold objects were being manufactured. A common type of dwelling that was used at this time was a crannóg, which was an artificial island, pallisaded on all sides that was constructed in the middle of a lake.

These early settlers did not have so much influence on Ireland though. It took until 500 BC before the Celts came to the little island called Ireland. They came from central Europe and arrived all until the time of Christ. They soon came to dominate Ireland and the earlier settlers because of them having better weapons then the settlers already living in Ireland. And these were the people that would effect Ireland and make it to the country that it is today.

Celtic Ireland was not unified politically but culture and language unified it. The country was divided into about 150 miniature kingdoms each called a tuath. A minor king ruled a tuath, subject to a more powerful king who ruled a group of tuatha and that king was in turn subject to one of the five provincial kings. This political situation was very unstable and the most important contenders were fighting each other to gain control over the country. 

Vikings raided Ireland from 800 to 1000. The main targets of the attacks were monasteries and churches. You might wonder why, but the reason was quiet simple. Those were the richest things in Ireland and they was not especially well protected. However, the Vikings did not only bring havoc and destruction to the country, they did much to develop commerce with Ireland, and they did also found most of the major cities such as Dublin, Cork, Limerick and Waterford.

At 1171 the Normans’ overlord, Henry II King of England, took control over three-quarters of the land and started to develop the same type of parliament, laws and system as in England.

However, the natives started to push pressure on the Norman colony and several attempts were made to re-establish the native kingship. Edward Bruce, brother to the Scottish king Robert, failed in his attempt in 1315. That was the last serious effort to overthrow the Norman rule. By the end of the 15th century was the England controlled area just a little piece around Dublin.

In the 17th century did many people move to Ireland, those people were mainly Scottish and English. They had a protestant belief while the Ireland people were Catholics. They found themselves better then the Catholics and they started to force the Irelanders to an earth where the crops did not grow so well.

The laws and a hard oppression led to a revolution in Ireland. They were once again trying to regain control of their country. Together with the Frenchmen did Wolfe Tone lead their forces towards a bitter defeat. That choked many people, not to mention the Englishmen. They thought that those forces should have been enough to defeat the Englishmen but obviously it was not.

The Englishmen knew that Ireland was England’s week link and something had to be done. Through a union England would still have a strong grip around Ireland. And the Protestant people, that were a minority, did not risk coming under a catholitic belief. 

From 1801 onwards Ireland had no Parliament of its own; Irish MPs (Members of Parliament) sat in the Westminster parliament in London where they were a small minority. They basically lived in London, so they did not have a great idea what Ireland’s needs were.

Many Irelanders were positive to the union. The laws against them had become softer and at some part better. A few riots did of course happen but nothing was strong enough to change something.

The end of war in Europe in 1815 had a drastic impact on the economy. Ireland’s economy had been risen a lot because of selling food to the armies. Even though was the population of Ireland increasing. It was not increasing slightly, no, it was increasing drastically and at the end of 1841 had the population reached 8 million. People survived though and did not complain too much. But the potato crop failed 3 years in a row and that led to a tremendous decrease by people. At least 2 millions of people left the country, the main reasons were starvation, disease and emigration.

1893 did Arthur Griffith develop a new political known as Sinn Féin which meant something like ‘We ourselves’. The Sinn Féin policy was that Irish MPs should withdraw from Westminster and establish an independent parliament. The Sinn Féin representatives now constituted themselves as the first independent Parliament in Dublin. The Britons did an attempt to smash the Sinn Féins which led to the “War of Independence” which was raging on between 1919-1921. Michael Collins led the Irish forces. After more then two years of fighting did they sign a treaty, and 26 counties gained independence as the Irish Free State. 

The establishments of the Free State were followed by a civil war between the new Government and those who opposed the Treaty. A truce was agreed in May 1923, but the war had taken many peoples lives, among them Michael Collins and Cathal Brugha, which both were important persons on the Free State’s side. 

Geography

Officially name
Éire

Constitution
Republic

Population
3 632 944 (1999)

Surface
70 285 km2

Population / km2
51

Language
Irish and English

National day
March 17 (Saint Patrick’s Day)

Religion
Roman catholicity (95%) and protestant (5%)

Ireland is an island on the western side of Europe. From Malin Head in the north to Mizen Head in the south has it a length of 486 km. The greatest width from east to west is around 275 km. Since 1921 is the country divided into two parts. The independent country called Ireland, and the county called North-Ireland, which is led by England. 

Population

21% of the total population is between the age of 0-14

67% of the total population is between the age of 15-64

12% of the total population is between 65 and older

The electricity consumption of Ireland is 17 743 billion kWh (1996)

Ireland is making products that they are exporting, they generated $60,9 billion through this. The goods that they are exporting are; chemicals, data processing equipment, industrial machinery, live animals and animal products. 

They are also importing products, the imports are costing Ireland 43,7 billion. The products that they are importing are; food, animal feed, data processing equipment, petroleum and petroleum products, machinery, textiles and clothing.

Historical Buildings

During early middle age were the religion dominated by a monastery culture. Near the monasteries did he Celts build some weird looking towers with cone-formed roofs. Those towers are still characterising the Irish landscape. The towers functioned as shelter if it would be trouble in the surroundings. 

In early middle age were Cashel an important town. In that town did the king and his relatives live. They built a castle there and it is today a well-visited place. 

Big parts of the Irish industry have today foreign owners; not even on the pub are Guinness the obvious beer choice. The dark beer has become concurrens from Danish and Dutch beer.

The tourists in Ireland are often heading for the coastal zones, which offers the attractions of the sea, scenic landscapes and the major cities and towns. 

Towns and Cities

Ireland has some cities I will hear mention the 2 biggest. Dublin and Cork.

Dublin: The name Dublin means “The Black Lady” on Irish. Dublin is the Capitol of the Ireland republic. It has around 915 000 people living there, that is in addition to the population in the whole country 25%. Dublin has the seaport that exports most goods to other countries. The city has an extensive industry production; they are making lots of textiles-, tobacco and workshop tools. Arthur Guinness is Europe’s biggest brewery. They are making a dark beer that is loved by almost every Irelander. There are lying 2 universities in Dublin, the oldest is named Trinity College and was grounded in 1592. There are also lying several libraries, schools, museums and art collections. The city’s main street is O’Connell Street, which is decorated by many monuments. The most famous one is the Nelson pillar, unfortunately was it blown during an anti Britain demonstration.

Cork: On Irish is the name translated and spelled Corcaigh. The city is laying in the province Munster in the southern part of Ireland. It has 135 000 inhabitants and is thereby the second biggest town. It is lying by the river Lee and it is the most important seaport in the southern Ireland. The industry in Cork is concentrated to Oil refineries, whiskey distillation, wool- and car industries.

Literature / music / dancing

The most interesting literature is the middle age Irish hero writing. Where the storywriter is explaining on a balladic way, how the Irish war heroes defeated the Britons in battle after battle. These stories have been made to songs and are well known in the Irish pub-life.

The people in Ireland have a very interesting music culture. They have probably got it from their strong pub relation. Going to the pub have always been a thing that you have to do in Ireland. And on the pub was it always people singing and playing. And of course wherever there is music, will you find dancers. 

Final words / Conclusion

To say that today’s problem in Ireland is dependant on the history is true. The question is, how far in the history that you shall go back. Is it enough to go back to the 17th century when the colonising started for real, or is it needed to go back to the 16th century when many Protestants moved to the Northern Ireland. But why is the problem still going on today? That question is a bit tougher to tell. Probably is it because of that the Catholics always have been oppressed by a greater power and now wants to brake free from that, while the Englishmen is afraid that the Catholics shall take over the power from them. 

The history shows time after time how the Irelanders have to fight over and over again to gain a free Ireland, and it would be weird if you know, all of a sudden, should stop doing that. The English government is sitting in a critical position. They gets critic from the taxpayers that they should let North Ireland be Irish, because that part costs so much. At the same time does the Protestants in Northern Ireland demand the protection from England. What is going to happen in Ireland? That, only time can tell but I can say so much at this. I would not like to live near the northern part of the country.

Daniel Dahlkvist
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This place is called the Cliffs of Mother and it’s a huge cliff in the southern parts of the country





Trinity College








This is a place called the Newgrange and it’s lying in Boynedalen. It was builted in 3200BC





Muckross House





Blarney Castle








